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" charmingest thing in the world; we shall see all the "newest fashions there; I shall learn to dance of " Marseille;* in short, I shall be quite another creature "after it. You see how my cousin Kitty was im-" proved by going to Paris last year; I hardly knew " her again when she came back; do, dear papa, let "us go."
The absurdity of the proposal struck me at first; and I foresaw a thousand inconveniences in it, tbough not half so many as I have since felt. However, knowing that direct contradiction, though supported by the best arguments, was not the likeliest method to convert a female disputant, I seemed a little to doubt, and contented myself with saying, " that I was not, at " first sight at least, sensible of the many advantages " which they had enumerated, but that, on the con-" trary, I apprehended a great deal of trouble in the "journey, and many inconveniences in consequence of " it; that I had not observed many men of my age "considerably improved by their travels, but that I " had lately seen many women of hers become very "ridiculous by theirs; and that for my daughter, as " she had not a fine fortune, I saw no necessity of her "being a fine lady." Here the girl interrupted me with saying, " For that very reason, papa, I should be "a fine lady. Being in fashion is often as good as " being a fortune; and I have known air, dress, and " accomplishments, stand many a woman in stead of " a fortune." " Nay, to be sure," added my wife, " the " girl is in the right in that; and if with her figure " she gets a certain air and manner, I cannot see why
* Marcel, the most famous dancing-master at that time at Paris. He is often mentioned in Lord Chesterfield's Letters to hia Son.